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in Yorkſhire, and very well to pals, 
gave him a good education: and 
tho' he had no liking to any of the pro- 


feſſions, yet was not without his ſhare of 


the greek and latin; from which he got 


this advantage, that he could ppell better 


than moſt farmers in the pariſn, and knew 
the fignification of words, as well as if he 


had been bred at Cambridge, and turn d out 


maſter of arts, He ſeemed to have no de- 
figa of puſhing his fortune in the wide 
ns 


[6] 


farm, followed huſbandry, and improving 
a beadland or two he had near him, which 


were quite run out of heart by the ſlo- 


venly management of his anceſtors, who 
had, moſt of them, toa'much wit to mind 
their buſineſs, and let * run to ek 
ſtrangely. | 1 * 
ROGER looked inte every thing 
himſelf, ditched, and fenced, and limed, 
but never burn 4 his land, and ſoon grew 


a topping farmer. 
Turkg was a couſin of his, who had a 


power of ſpecias farms in the Weſt-riding, 


great rovaltics, and ſtately woods. Roger 


revailed on him to put the management 


of them into his hands; and he not only 
Preſerved and enlarged them, but made 

the family intereſt better than ever it was. 
This got legger great credit in his own pa- 


r:ith, and all the manor about him; they 


began to find out he was a prudent, ma- 
naging man; and reforted to him for ad- 
vice at ie: leets, and quarter- ſeſſions. 
Whoever he recommended for overſeers, 


waywardens, headboroughs, or the like, 


were ture to be cholen, and always be. 
haved honeflly. 


Ix the mean time, he n { 
farming, and kept a warům houſe in the 


old-ſaſhion' d way; and ſeldom ſtirred 
abroad, 


world; but ſat down early on his own 


1 


abroad, unleſs to make up differences 
among neighbours, or to meet the hun- 
Adred for applotting the land- tax; and by 
his good will would never have gone far- 
ther, or meddled out of the pariſh and 
manor, if tlie neighbours had let him fit 
Mill. But it happened, at this time, that 
_ Slyboots, the Secretary, got a commiſhon 
to be Lord-leutenant of the county; and 
beſides arraying the militia, came with a 
power (as all the county believed) to get 
new taxes laid on at the ſeſſions, and dou- 
ble the county charges. The neighbours, 
one and all, entreated Roger to go to the 
county town, and oppoſe theſe new rates. 
Tho' he thought there was no ſuch de- 
ſign, yet he chearfully went, and very 
plainly told the governor his mind in pri- 
vate, and warned him of trying what he 
could never compaſs. Now, whether it 
was that Syyboots had no projects in his 
head of that kind, or found he could not 
bring them to bear, certain it is he did 
no hurt to the county, and has ever ſince 
appeared to be an honeſt man. But What 
alarmed them was his character for ſenſe, 
and cunning, and politicks. And, to be 
ſure they were not out in their notion of 


bim; for he could bambouzle Old- ch 


himſelf, if he ſet about it, and make hiin 
do journey-work; much more could he 
8 . = ; ROS i outwit 


|  -.. 
vutwit the poor country folks, which 
makes me believe he never ſet about it is 
earneſt. It is impoſſible elſe he could havs 


miſſed it; for he could out-drink, outs 
talk, out-joke every man in the province, 
and could make a fool, at any time, of 


the beſt Norfolk Attorney, if he would let 
him parley with him, Beſides, he was, at 
all times, ſo good-bumoured and free, and 
puſhed his bottle ſo. joviouſly among his 
acquaintance, that it was beyond the 
power of honeſt men to refiſt or refuſe 
him any thing. The whole ſecret of his 


behaviour in Norkfhire was, that old Susk- 


fift, who governed every thing at court, 
wanted a pretence to ruin him, as he 


found $Slyhoots too hard for him, and too 
_fmoaky to be bantered. Now, ſays Suck- 


fift to himſelf, if he does things beyond 
his commiſſion, the county will complain 
of him, and I'll back them; if he be 
negligent in doing his buſineſs, I'll get 
him turn'd off. But S/ybcots cunningly 
put the buſineſs on a couple. of mon- 
calves, Balaam the Parſon, and Numps the 
Seneſchal, who he knew could do nothing, 
and then laid the blame on them; and, in 
his merry moods, would compare himſelf 
to a famous rope- dancer, then in town, 
who walked the ſlack-rope with two /ub- 
berly porters tyed to her heels. 5 5 
1 Bor 


1 6 
: BUT whatever were Shyboo?'s inten- 
tions, he could make no hand of Roger, 
who drank with him, laughed with hint, 
ſhook hands and parted for the country, 
where he took to his old way of living, and 
ſaid nothing of the matter; for tho' Roger 
has often prevented things being done 
that would bear hard on the farmers, 
yet he never vapoured, or bounced, or 
took on him, which was ſo much the 
worſe for him; for the leſs he ſaid of 
himſelf, the more others talked, and 
agreed, one and all, that he was the only 
man to ſerve them oh occaſion, as well in 
the county at large, as in the pariſh. 
II happened the headborough, who 
had been choſen many years ſucceſſively 
to that place, died, and every body's eyes 
were on Roger to ſucceed him. The eaſt 
and weſt-ridings would hear of nobody 
Elſe, till Roger honeſtly told them, there 
was a farmer in the zortbrriding who 
could ſerve them better than he, at that 
time, and would do all he could to. have 
him into the place; and he was choſen 
Without oppoſition, but in a little time 
died too. Then Roger had no excuſe, and 
took the office briſkly. upon himſe!f, tho 
his improvements at the farm muſt ſtop, 
and he knew he ſhould have but little 
pocket · money out of the place, after 
FTT 


. 
buying new cloaths, and treating the con- 
ſtables every quarter- ſeſſion. Hot 


I 4 * 


SLYBOOTS was now gone out of the 


county, and the next who came into the 


commiſſion had a different character, and 
told them poſitively, at the meeting of the 


ſeſſion, be wanted nothing, and only deſir- 


ed they would take care of themſelves, 
Nobody ever doubted his word ; but, how- 
ever, Roger thought there was no hurt in 
keeping a good look out, and well he did fo; 


for ſome people had taken in their heads, 
that the county was harraſſed by quarter- 


ſeſſions, and it would be a great eaſement 
to have no more, but agree then what rates 


ſhould be paid every year, and let the 


people ſtay at home, and mind their 
plowing and ſowing. This contrivance 


was ingenious enough, and many of the 
juſtices were for it; but the de- a bit 
Could they anſwer ſome objections. Sup- 
poſe, ſays one, the County Treaſurer ſhould 
ſquander the money, who will call him 
to account? If the conſtables don't do 


their duty, who will ne them? If the. 


ermymarauded, built ſconces, kickedthe neigb- 


bours, ruined the game, where ſhould theybe 


tried? To all which queſtions, and a thou- 
ſand more, there was but this anſwer : 
That the county governors would always 
be honeſt men ; that the county treaſurer 
„ | | would 


coat made of wool, an 


fn] 


5 winks ſcorn to pocket their money ; 3 the 
conſtables ſhould be the beſt fort of peo- 


ple in the world; and the ſoldiers as 
uiet as ſo many lambs. Almoſt half the 
juſtices cloſed with theſe reaſons ; but 
er and his friends thought it poſſible, 
that once in an age there might be a crooꝶ- 


Inger d he robo] a knaviſh conſtable, or 
a fraggering captain; and of the two, 
were rather of opinion the experiment 


ought not to be made, and ſo outvoted 
the juſtices who were for it. No body 


charged the governor with having a hand 


in this, or tampering with the juſtices, 
tho' it was thought he could not have miſ- 
liked it, as it would have ſaved him a 
world of trouble. The ſame people, a lit- 


_ © tle while after, obſerved how unwhole- 
ſome the faſhion was of wearing woollen 


clhat bs, that linen coats were much better, 
and would come cheaper, as that manu- 


facture was in plenty all over the north; 


and wanted a rule to be made, that the 
exciſeman ſhould cut th K ſkirts off every 

the boys have 
liberty to ſquirt the kennel on them; as 


they do now on callicoes and cambricks ; 
but Roger ſeldom changed the faſhion of 


bis claaths, and told the projectors it would 


certainly throw the whole county- into 


agues, and bring ſuch fits on them as all 
tho Pownles' is Mexico could never cure: 


35 80 
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80 chat project — never mentionedancrs 
and, from that time, Roger had fo gained 


the good opinion of the juſtices, that for 
ſome years, all 20hims and. projects ſeemed 
to be at an end, as they found he would 


never give into thees.. But all the while 
Roger's credit with the. Juſtices was looked 
on with an evil eye, by many of the top 


men in the county, as well as neighbours 
in his own- pariſh, who were trying under. 
hand to leſſen it; but the firſt who ſet up 


openly againſt bim was Nim, the corforal. 


He was a cunning ſhaver, and a notable 
Fack at all trades. He was, firſt a foot Sol- 
dier, and a good duty-man, only he would 
play cards too often, on guard. He was al- 
ways at putt and all fours, got moſt of his 
comrade's pay, and, in the end, ſtri pped 


| all his acquaintance. He was on the point 
of getting a halbert when he quitted the 
army. He married à rich widow; then 
another rich widow. He got by ſelling, 


got at buying, and every way money flow- 


ed in apace. He had lately — a fine 


farm fromRoger's coulin, andalmaſt bound- 


ed him. With this increaſe of intereſt, he 


thought himſelf big enough to attack 


Roger in his head quarters. Be ſides, be 


had concerns in other counties, monies in 


a 8 bank, and was twice the better man, as We 
tay He Was morecver g one of the gucrum. 
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world early, and learn falhions, and a 
lever perſon of Aa man he was, and a 
Fn among the play - houſes and dancing- 


ſchools. .. Nim laid a deſign to aggrandize 


his family, by marrying him to a, daugh- 
ter of the new deputy, who was quite a 
different kind of man either than S) of, 
or the laſt deputy; he ſeemed to deſire 
nothing but peace and Plenty, and was as 

lain and downright as any ordinary Gaffar, 
his friends would fain have him take Tate 
upon him, but he could not away with-it. 


Nm bruſhed up to him, told him how 


many farms he had, how many tenants; 
what an intereſt he had among the jul⸗ | 
tices; that if he would let him manage. 9 5 
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e He liked the 8 1 55 $4 
hated gaffringand diſputing) and cloſed with 
Nim's requeſt to marry his daughter to his 
ſon and heir, Nim was now dure he had 
the game in his hand, and reſolved to take 
the firſt opportunity to have a tryal of 
skill With Roger. It happened one of the 
Perdurers died in the Haſt-riding, and 
another muſt be choſen to keep the king's 
ame. Tho! Roger's intereſt was leſs, in 
hat riding than in the two other, yet he 
would not let his bore go without a ſnap or 
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two. Nin told the deputy chere ſhould 


be no ſtruggle, that not one of the pack 

d venture to ſhew his teeth againſt 
him, that he would carry it off with a 
Tally-bob. Reger laughed in his fleeve, 


and knew he had the better intereſt,” (tho 


o 


he did not chuſe to talk in dog-layguage) 


and very quietly put his own man in. 
i ANECY Dat 019, On, moan 0K 
verdurer's, place. This was a deadly blow 


to Nim; he faw the ſubſtantial farmers 
were for Reger. If he could not carry his 


point in his own royalty and Riding, What 
muſt he do in other parts? So he reſolved 
to join with Roger till a better time offered; 


and indeed was quite deſperate when he 
came to terms. It was not long till an ac. 
cident fell out that revived his hopes; it 
happened, _ critically, that the parſon of 
the eee died by a ſurfeit of pork ; it 

a main good pariſh, with a ringing 


glebe; he had prebends, and petty ca, 

4 » 1 f da. | 3 aim; . 5 ieee 

in his Sup fal, could rule the veſtry, re- 
Pope overſeers, and govern quite 


own to curates, clerks and ſextons ; 


PR 


which, with bis power of lente tber, 


made him altogether one of the top men 


in the county. Vim reſolved to avail him- 
ſelf of this opportunity and recommend 
pportunity 25 


one to the deputy, to come in the place of 


% 


tin s . 2 53 „ - 5 « 
old Trulliber, who ſhould join him againſt 


Turxr 


WT i! b 
Ill an ac- 


Turk was a young curate lately come 
into the neighbourhood, a great crony of 
Nim's family, and well liked by eve 
body elſe. He was ſprightly, generous anc 
| good matured ; a good ſcholar and a good 
reacher for a young man ; but, above all, 
had ſo taking, modeſt a behaviour, that 
every one who ſaw him became his friend, 
or, at leaſt, was wiſe enough to diſſem- 
ble his diſlike; All wheels were ſet a 
going to make him parſon of the minſeer; 
and to ſay juſtice, the young man was not 
idle in doing for himſelf. He came in 
with univerſal applauſe, tho“ one of 5 
years had never been in that place before. 
Roger was glad of his preferment, and 
whenever the pariſh met at veſtry, or the 
88 to applot the land- tax, ſhew'd 
im great civility and compliments, which 
the pariſh obſerving, encreaſed their re- 
ſpect for the parſon; and the few who 
were diſſatisfied with his advancement 


cChanged their note; his youth was now 


no longer an objection; it was an happi- 
neſs to have an active young man among 
them, inſtead of an old mumpſimus, to 
ſleep all ſermon time, or an old pig- doctor, 
who had no learning bnt a receipt for 
curing the meazles: And, for a good 
while, he gave general ſatisfaction, till 
bad company was the ſpoil of him, and 

| Wt 2.» 


by degrees led him into projects he nevef 
thought to meddle with in the beginning. 
. AMBITION, as well as a lausſuit, 
may be compared to a wire-mill; if it get 
Me by the finger, it draws in your whole 
body; or, ambition grows on men as they 
advance higher, as on going up a hill; 
every ſtep. enlarges the profpect : But 
whether it was his 017 ambition, or only 
friendſhip for ambitious men, it is fact he 
1 onFe head and ears, and did not 
os bend, 7-5 - 
'.. NIM had a brave boy for his ſecond 
fon, a buck and a buffer. He was a great 
favourite of the old corporal, who ſpared *' 
nothing to make a man ofrhim, and got 
him another daughter of the deputy for 4 
wite, and a tight wench ſhe was; but it 
was no eaſy matter to bring young Hopeful 
to take a liking for buſineſs ; Fo- ball and 
priſon-bars were his delight. He could 
never be ſober for the blood of him, or 
orderly, or reſt a moment in a place: if 
he went to ſermon, he was every turri 
whiſtling or kicking his heels, and the 
curate ſaid he would never come to good, 
But Nim was reſolved to have him a man 
of buſineſs, and got him put into his owri 
place, which was ſurveyor of the exciſe; 
and indeed it was time for Nim to quit, 
as, either from careleſneſs or having 15 
5 | f 4 - b 2 in ; 
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. 
Ink foo thick, he was very apt to leave 578 
in his book. Well, a ſurveyor was young 
Hopeful, and did well enough; his car- 
riage was more ſtay'd, and he looked 
_ ſometimes (eſpecially in company with 
the exciſemen) as if he was *hinking ; but, 
when a holyday came, he was as gameſom 
as ever, and he contrived to make more 
holydays than are mark'd in the alma- 
nack, having bought (for that purpoſe) 
a new prayer-book, with births, martyr- 
doms, maſſacres and coronations, all put 
together along with /a7nts, male and fe- 
male, #lacks and whites ; he religiouſly ob- 
ſerved them all, and would have honoured, 
willingly, a hundred more; ſuch a regard 
had he for the holy church. 1 8 
NIN now thought it was time to 
puſh himſelf forward, and, forgetting his 
agreement with Roger, ſet all hands to 
work. The Parſon was his faſt friend. 
Hopeful was now a man of enterprize, 
and, if holydays did not come thick, could 
ick to buſineſs. Nim's firſt ſcheme was to 
have him made chairman at the quarter- 
ſeſſion, as that would make him popular 


among the juſtices ; and, if they had a 


majority of the juſtices, they could do 
any buſineſs the deputy had a mind, and 
ſo Roger might be laid by. They worked 

cunning enough for a While. 9 
= LE - 18 
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his ſon and heir, Hopeful and his comrades, 
were all court and compliment to Roger, 
cryed him up in all companies; but under- 
hand, were ſetting the Par ſan againſt him, 
and engaged to the 11 that he ſhould 
rule the roaſt, in a little time, inſtead of 
Reger, and have all the Farmers and ges- 
manry on his ſide; tho they meant no- 
thing leſs than 5s intereſt; for indeed it 
vas impoſſible he could be bettered by any 
intereſt, or get any more preferment; but 
they thought it politic to let him appear 
to be the principal, Roger got an inkling 
of their deſign, but reſolved they ſhould 
 ſhew themſelves a little more before he ſet 
about to ſhew them. They were watch- 
ing all opportunities to get new friends 
among the juſtices, and try d to get one of 
the King's boatmen into the commiltion. 
They puſhed him on, and aſſiſted him 
with might and main; and all the while 
were writing, and curſing, and ſwearing 
to Roger, they were againſt him; and that 
if Roger did not like to have him on the 
bench, they would ſoon put a ſpoke in his 
wheel, and ſtop his driving. Roger thank- 
ed them, but thought himſelf as good a 
workman as any of them, and ut the ſpoke 
in the wheel without ſtanding to their 
curteſy ; ſo the boatman went back to his 
ſtation. Roger now had a clear view of 


3 n 


19 
every thing they intended, and how they | 
put = matters i 4 more hicky time. Ro- 
ger had few tricks in him; but was not 
to be cangbi with cha af Moreover, he had 
uſed ſometimes to ſet traps in the mea- 
dos to catch the 4 N and nn it 
mate be eaſy to ſnap the cbt. 

N 1M's party, for he appeared but le 
tle in it himſelf, were all youngſters, and 
made a kind of privy-council for the Par- 

In. There was, imprimis, young Hopeful; 
5 the Attorney, juſtout of his time; Dio 
he clerk ib the exciſe-office : but their 
thief ſtrength was ancient Piftol, late 
come/from the wars, and cofitent, whil: 
the peace laſted, to dof his ſword and 
jack-boots for the more gainful employs 
nent of a ſcrivener; and to do the hade 
Juſtice, he wrote a main good hand, and 
Vas a fair fpoken lad as you would hear 
in a hundred; but he was deadly fend f 
Pirehd battles,” with as little lack as they 
lad in Hands, and ſeetned: to have leſs 
Till in a lh? yrar than a, ertign one, where 
He behaved as well as an VN cler. N » 
id them in High ſpirſts, and ſoon ga 
them an Sppetfurity ef exerting e 
| Sg or , one of their cronies, had bern 
Tat * by the dputy to overſee the bridges 
In the county, repair market-houſes 400 
He; {rho not the beben, houſe) n 
„ Was 


friends made light of theſe re: 
ped him on the back, ,ar 
Would hear him barnileſs,. 
„ Aunpphere they fairly th 


[20 ] 


was allowed handſomely for his trouble, 
Now, it was Gemcrack's misfortune, not to 


know the difference between a cube and 
anch, a. ſey-light and a Venetian, and other 
things of little conſequence in maſonry ; 


hut the material part of the myſtery he un- 


* 


he charged double if he did not repair it, 
guadrupie; if there was no bridge, fixteen ; 


: 
* 


and ſo, all in geometrical proportions, that 
he might not go 7. f rule, When he 
brought his. bill before the grand-jury, 

Hopejul wondered how he could work ſo = 
cheap; \Pz/te/ moved he might have the 

thanks of the county ſor his par/imonious 
management 5 the public money, ten 
paunds of which: he ſaved them to de- 
Monſtration; for in one bill he charged 
tuen, and in another only ten funds. 


derſtood zo a root, If he repaired a bridge, 


But when Razer looked on the dates, he 


Hound the 4% bill was; 7wenty, which 
emed, to him, to overturn the demon- 
ration /; and, for the little he knew of 
@rithmezick, thought it looked more like 
dagion than, ſubſiraTtim,. But: Cimeract's 
arks, clap- 


9 ſwore they 
enn 
N off all >. * | 


* 
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_ ” 


ſetve, bit the ail, and turned the heel 
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on Roger 3 and a thouſand, tories. = | 


) told 


. 


al 

told of him and his friends to the deputy. 
Firſt, :Roger had no intereſt at all; then 
he had ſo much that he was dangerous; 
then Gimcrack was the beſt bridge-builder 
in the world; Reger was for having every 
bridge and market- - bouſe in the county falt 
to decay, from the deſire he had to ſee 
& county ruined, and the people ſinł or 
ſivim for his diverſion. The Deputy, who 
was really a good-natured man pity d the 
poor people, and joined to take them out 
of Roger's hands; he . to his ac- 
guaintance of the gran Jury; and tho 
4 — did not refect on Roger, yet he mainly 
magnify'd the Parſon, and wiſhed they 
would take any directions he ſhould ſend 
| them, as he could not go among them 
= bimtelf which, he /aid, and Piſtol ſwore, 
ſhould be for their. good. So, on both 
; ht they muſtered their forces, and 
7 on the poll, had juſt two in three 

ol Hide, and Gimcrack went to pot. 
Tuls was a cruel blow, but chiefly bore 
11 on young. hopeful; if ever he had a 
chance for the char at quarter ſeſſions, 
it was now over; the whole county ſaw 
the deſign on both ſides. The Parſon 
and Hopeful wanted to rule the county, 
who, for aught we know, might do it 
Wu we were ſure Roger had done 
te wanted s and aſked no- 
oth thing 


f an Takes to tbriers, or bort turns, N | 


RT , . . ꝗ — ⁵ ⁵'-»: ²Ñ eo. p ee . RE — nun 
- 7 
0 - 
* 


lobtted at one another like 
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ang for himſelf; one of his ſons got 


ſtond-hand pair of v br becher ant white 


Kerns, which He paid more for than if 
de Bad Bought them in Monmouth rel. 


He got à friend of His made an FX/ehran; 


bat Welten he asked for a conſtablPs place 


he Was refuſfedl. However, he weft oh 
in the 614 Hack, and Tiypefid and the Par- 


fon" redgabled their efforts to bu him. 
One plot they laid don another, and trick 


updn trick. Pete / (who was pretty muth a 


Frunger) wondered none of them ſuc- 


ceded; but they Wanted ſomebecy te 


deen chem, that" tho“ fricts may get the 


better ef à krichter, they are löft and 
üundered oh one who Has nb Fricke. It 


y weer him on à hort turfl, of fin 


© 


With ma cbrner; But how the D- WI 
os cath him i he never corhts there? 
Rb9% Walked the Turnpike and the tj 
Kone of the ſtreet. Hef, Pitol, and 
che Prefer, were all her ping to watch him. 
Now, fays Hoprfub, he'll come dawn this 
Ir kun. Here, ſays the Parpu, "down 


_ this alley, as it's "the bare aby. Pſfel 


Was furé of bim at the Tunit. But 
Nger had ford; By cenfant walking, that 


farcheſt about was the © ready” way bene. 


When they faw him 7 55 palſell, they 
a ſett of rooks, 
who 
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Who have loſt their money to a fair gas- 
Hier; and fince they vopld nat {ke AS. in, 
br make any thing of the game th xl ict 
took in hand, they began to attack his 

friends and cronies. þ/ 85 had a bith a - 
lowance from the county for ſomething 
be bad dane; another perhaps, for ſome- 
thing he ad nat done; a third, Sol con- 
 fideration of his father's having been wil- 
ling ta do ſome ſeryice to the county, af 
he had bapp ened to have ever been in it; 
and the i gratifications were beſtowed 
on many, but not by Roger's recommen- 
dation. He got indeed a ſmall pittance 
Ez ior Treat-all, which juſt ſerved to buy 
him a few Ortelans, and a little canary 
wine. All theſe they ca/biered to vex 
Roger; whereas he cared not, for any 
matter of profit he had, if they took 


4 his own places away. Upon their being 


' Convinced of Roger's reſolution in theſe and 
= ſundry other points, they put his friends 
on the / again, and turned their whole 
reſentment on the exciſemar, who had 
talked briskly, in al companies, on Roger's 
behalf. Beſides, the /arveyors did not 
rightly like him. All the brewers of the 
pariſh hated him into the bargain, becauſe 
he kept them tight, and made them drink 
as they brewed ; but the former exciſeman 


they 


tai 
Sik ERA and a good man he was; 
they might brew three times a week for 
bim; and yet look over his book for a 
month it was all filent. Now and then, 
on an office day, he might condemn a 
barrel of ſmall beer for example. 
Bor to draw to an end of this f/f 
part of the hiſtory, Roger has more in- 
[tereſt than ever; the Parſan ſeems to 
have done; Nim has retired into the 
country; Hopeful may look after his /ur- 
veying, and play foot-ball on holydays ; 
' Piſtol is gone back to change his cloaths, 
and exerciſe his men. And now they are 
all parted,' we may hope for peace and 
e 1 till next Quarter-ſe on. A 


